
 

  

 

 

Panittha Buri elected as UFI President for 2025-26 
 

Paris / Zurich – 11 June 2024: The UFI Board of Directors has elected Panittha Buri, Vice-Chairperson 
of Bhiraj Buri Group, as the UFI President for the 2025-26 period. Buri will join the UFI Presidential Trio 
as Incoming President next November, and become UFI President at the 92nd UFI Global Congress 
in November 2025 in Hong Kong. 

 

The UFI Presidential Trio for the November 2024 – November 2025 term will, therefore, be: 

• Hugh Jones (CEO, RX), President 

• Panittha Buri (Vice-Chairperson, Bhiraj Buri Group), Incoming President 

• Geoff Dickinson (CEO, dmg events), Outgoing President 

 

This decision will become effective at the conclusion of the 91st UFI Global Congress, which will take 
place from 20 to 23 November 2024 in Cologne, Germany.  

 

Buri has served as the Vice-Chairperson of Bhiraj Buri Group since October 2022. Previously, she held 
various roles at the Bangkok International Trade and Exhibition Centre (BITEC), such as Managing 
Director and Director of Marketing & Sales. Since 2023, Buri has taken on several prominent roles: 
Chair of the UFI Asia Pacific Chapter, President of the Thai Exhibition Association (TEA), and Board 
Member of the Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB). She is also an Expert Representative 
for Bangna Commercial College and a Board Member of both UFI and AIPC. 

 

Geoff Dickinson, UFI’s current President, comments: “I am incredibly happy that Panittha Buri will 
take on the Presidency of UFI in 2026. She has served the events industry passionately and committed 
for many years in various roles. As a board member of UFI for many years, as the Chapter Chair for 
Asia Pacific, and as President of the Thai Exhibition Association, she brings a high level of experience 
and excellent relationships with her industry peers, and as Vice Chair of the Bhiraj Buri Group, she has 
extensive leadership experience. She is also a very kind and caring person who will, in particular, 
progress the core values of UFI.” 

 

Panittha Buri adds: “Thank you for entrusting me with this leadership role at UFI. I am truly honoured 
and humbled. I am excited about the journey ahead and am grateful for the opportunity to serve 
alongside each of you. Let's embark on this journey with passion, integrity and a shared vision for the 
next generations to come. Together, we can achieve great things.” 

 

As UFI’s Incoming President, Panittha Buri will work closely with the President and Outgoing President 
as part of the Presidential Trio, managing UFI at the highest level and furthering UFI’s mission to 
connect, support and promote the exhibition industry around the world. 

 

UFI was founded in 1925 as a non-profit, nonpartisan, and international association. Today, it is the 
global association for the exhibition industry, directly representing more than 50,000 exhibition industry 
professionals in almost 90 countries around the world. UFI is headquartered in Paris, France, and 
operates four regional offices in Asia, North America, Central and South America, and the Middle East 
and Africa. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

True to the association’s global presence, UFI’s recent Presidents have been from the UK (Michael 
Duck, 2022-23, Hong Kong (Monica Lee-Müller, 2021-22), India (Anbu Varathan, 2020-21), the USA 
(Mary Larkin, 2019-20), South Africa (Craig Newman, 2018-19), and Italy (Corrado Peraboni, 2017-
18). 

 

For any media inquiries, please contact us at media@ufi.org.  

 

Attachments: 

• Photo of the 2024-25 UFI Trio 

• Portrait of Panittha Buri 

• Biography of Panittha Buri 

 

 

 

About UFI – The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry: UFI is the global trade association of the world’s tradeshow 
organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations, and 
selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests of its 
members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents more than 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and 
also works closely with its more than 70 national and regional association members. More than 850 member organisations in 
87 countries around the world are presently signed up as members. Over 900 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI 
approved label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international 
business community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities.   

For more information, please contact: UFI Headquarters: Email: media@ufi.org Tel: +33 (0)1 46 39 75 00 or http://www.ufi.org 
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